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Invenergy Transmission Experience
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Grain Belt Overview Map
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Grain Belt Commercial Overview

• Enables up to 4GW of wind development from one of the best wind resources in North America. 

• Like road-building, lengthy, high-voltage transmission can bring economic benefits to host communities. If built 

independently, they must be cost-effective to make it to completion.

• Wholesale merchant offtake to generators and wholesale customers

• Construction costs = Construction Loan + Invenergy equity + Potentially other equity

• O&M costs = Term Loan + Offtaker revenues (long-term transmission service or capacity) 
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Grain Belt Regulatory Overview

Kansas:

• Transmission Utility CPCN and Siting Permit Granted in 2011 and 2013

• Acquisition Approval: Case underway with settlement provisions extending Siting Approval. Expect decision June-July

• Siting Approval: Schedule stayed pending Acquisition Approval. Will likely take 60 days once Acquisition Approval is finalized.

Missouri:

• CPCN Granted on April 19, 2019

• Acquisition Approval: Hearing concluded and expect a decision by June 2019

Illinois:

• CPCN Granted in 2015, overturned by Appellate Court in 2018, following Supreme Court decision in Rock Island

• No filings pending at this time.

Indiana:

• CPCN Granted in 

• Acquisition Approval: To be filed upon conclusion of KS/MO proceedings

FERC:

• Negotiated Rate Authority Granted in 2014 governing interconnection and service sales
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Independent versus Utility Transmission Development

Independent Utility

Planning Can participate in Order 1000 process IRPs, Order 1000

Marketing Necessary for landowners, customers Unnecessary

Siting/Permitting No significant difference, except length of typical lines

Cost Recovery Customers, right-sizing Regulatory/ratepayers

Construction Cannot necessarily condemn Easier path to condemnation

Operation No significant difference
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Considerations for Multi-System/State Projects

• Regulatory Approvals

• Timing

• Showing

• Implications

• Water Crossings

• Construction

• Regulatory

• Utility/Incumbent Plans

• Congestion

• Generation

• Load

• Tax Incentives / Local 

Requirements
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Which Projects are Best Fit for Independent 
Development?

WECC Project 

Database
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